25th February 2021
‘Phase 2 Reopening of schools’.

The Framework is an interim arrangement as the Department and the education partners work
together to ensure post-primary schools can fully reopen in line with public health advice at the
earliest opportunity.
The framework sets out three broad areas intended to support planning and clarify certain issues that
have arisen since schools closed in late December.
Those areas are:
1. Public health supports, messaging and risk mitigation measures in the classroom and in schools
2. An interim model for special classes in post-primary schools (phase 1- from 22 February 2021) and
in-school provision for Leaving Certificate students (phase 2 from 1 March 2021) including flexible
provisions for management, staff, and students
3. The sequencing and timeframe for re-opening

Phase 2
This phase, announced by government on 23rd February, sets out the arrangements for the return of
students currently:
✓ 6th year – Monday 1st March 2021
✓ 5th year – Monday 15th March 2021
✓ All other year groups – Monday 12th April 2021
Some key points
▪

▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

It is important to note that a very high-risk student is one with an underlying medical
condition that makes him/her extremely vulnerable from contracting COVID-19. Schools
must be provided with a letter from a medical professional stating that the student falls
into that category. The arrangements in this guidance apply to those students only. All other
students are expected to return to school.
Parents of students returning to school will be asked to complete a declaration form. The
Department states that this form is to be used when students are returning to school after
any absence. Students over 18 years may, if they choose, complete the document in respect
of themselves. This will be sent online as a Microsoft forms
Timetable will stay as is – normal timetable whether in-school or online learning for the
duration of the reopening phases.
Online learning will continue as is following the guidelines we have introduced for the
remainder of partial reopening
Downtime/catch up class periods will be introduced for all year groups – except for 6th & 5th
years when they are back in the building
There should be no congregation outside schools during this interim phase. Requests to
engage with staff should be made through the school and will be provided by telephone or
online.
Importance of keeping COVID-19 out of education facilities by keeping symptomatic
children at home. Parents should err on the side of caution in this respect and follow the
school’s sickness policy of if sick in any way, stay at home

▪

▪

Staff and pupils not to return to or attend school in the event of the following:
o if they are identified by the HSE as a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19
o if they live with someone who has symptoms of the virus
o If they have travelled outside of Ireland; in such instances staff are advised to consult
and follow latest Government advice in relation to foreign travel.
o staff and pupils to cooperate with any public health officials and the school for contact
tracing purposes and follow any public health advice in the event of a case or outbreak
in the school
Ovendoor will be available at lunch time until the Easter break for 5th year & 6th year, it will
return to full service i.e. breaktime and lunchtime from the 12th April

The Government website has been updated www.gov.ie/backtoschool with new materials for parents
and for students.
These are designed to be age-appropriate and have been developed in consultation with children and
young people and parents.
The Minister has asked the important information from the Department and the HSE with regard to
returning to school is shared with all parents. Links to each of these are below:
•
•

•
•

Video for parents with key information on supporting children to return to
school available here and here
Fliers for parents –are also available for download here. The HSE has prepared material on
recognising symptoms, which complements the material from the Department on returning
to school. This is available here Much of this is summarised in the parent and student
presentation but should be read also,
Age-appropriate videos for children and young people at different stages. Videos for postprimary students are available here
Resources in a wide range of languages. Many schools will enjoy a huge diversity among their
student and parent community. To support these parents, we have translated guidance for
parents at gov.ie/backtoschool

The Covid-19 World Service project has also consulted with the Department and has used our key
messages to produce a range of videos in a variety of languageswhich your school community may
find helpful – please see more at
https://nascireland.org/covid-19-world-service
The key message is that where there is a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19 amongst school
staff or pupils, schools will be required to follow the public health instruction of the HSE Public
Health.
If you have concerns with regard to your re-opening plans, I encourage you to contact the school.
We look forward to welcoming some of our students and staff back after the Mid-Term break and in
the weeks after.

